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When a client contacted me 
to see if I’d be interested in 
designing a rooftop struc-

ture for the charter school where she 
worked, I was intrigued by the chance 
to do something different than the 
residential design that makes up the 
bulk of my business. As I learned more 
about the school, I was impressed by 
their mission. Serving over 300 Newark 
students grades K-8, a big part of the 
school’s mission revolves around a 
program they developed called Eco-
SPACES, which is designed to address 
issues of childhood obesity and pro-
mote wellness in the community. The 
program features a 4,600 square-foot 
rooftop garden, teaching kitchen, fiber 
arts studio, indoor farming lab and a 
healthy lunch program which promotes 
a seed-to-table lifestyle. 

The rooftop garden is used exten-
sively for outdoor classrooms, but they 
were lacking a focal point for classes as 
well as a place in the shade. That’s where 
we came in. When presented with the 
project budget (funded by a grant), I 
realized we had to do this on a pro-
bono basis. The school’s mission was so 
aligned with ideas that are dear to me, I was more than 
willing to provide our services. Our design was conceived 
to solve these needs while creating  a structure as unique 
and inspiring as the school’s program.  

I must also thank our structural engineers, Mulhern 
& Kulp who also agreed to donate their services, and to 
Lenny Mancuso, the contractor who committed to build 
the project within the grant budget, even though it cost 
him much more to complete the project. 

Something 
Different

“A path is a prior interpretation of the 
best way to traverse a landscape.” 

- Rebecca Solnit, Wanderlust: A History of Walking
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Universal Design: Accessibility foR eveRyoNe

by Pat Valentine ZiV, aSiD

uNIVErsaL dEsIgN incorpo-
rates the desire for inclusive 
design. This design mindset 

strives to accommodate all people 
be they large or small, young or old, 
handicapped or able bodied. The goal 
of Universal design is to include us all 
knowing that there may be exceptions 
since we are all so different.

Just as Nest, the thermostat that 
programs itself by learning your habits, 
has become popular, Universal design has 
evolved in our built environment by pro-
viding accommodations to various people. 
This, while maintaining the comfort of 
the able bodied adults to whom we have 
traditionally targeted. 

change is constant and we should 
embrace Universal design as we have 
“green design or sustainable design.” 
The americans with disabilities act from 
the late 20th century  was initiated for 

the Us wounded veterans to assist them 
in assimilating back into our society, This 
accommodation then moved into the 
general public providing laws with guide-
lines for handicapped access in all public 
spaces. These all complement each other 
and our desire for environmental sensitiv-
ity protecting our planet and those who 
live here with us. 

The above laws apply to public spaces 
as well as workplaces. I would like us to 
consider continuing these accommoda-
tions into our homes to make everyone 
feel comfortable in their home. The 
family unit has evolved to include multi-
generational individuals, each with his or 
her own comfort level and abilities. our 
lives can change on a dime; an accident 
may disable us for a week or a lifetime. 
grandchildren or grandparents may want 
or need to join our living arrangements. 
Having designed a thoughtful space for 
the comfort of all will make any of these 
scenarios a non-issue.

Pat is NJ Certified interior Designer in 
Mountainside, NJ with a strong focus on 
Universal Design and Aging in Place.

Client Profile
when Line and colin saw a house for sale 
up the street from where they lived, they 
knew they found the opportunity to create 
their dream home and stay in the neigh-
borhood they loved. after years of moving 
around internationally, they were ready to 
put down roots. Line was born in copen-
hagen, and grew up in the Netherlands 
before attending college in the UK. colin 
was born near oxford, England and met 
Line while both were working in London. 
They lived in Vienna for a few years, back 
to London, then came to the Us. Living in summit, NJ gives them 
close access to Newark airport, easing the overseas business and 

family trips. 
They both love outdoor activities- Line is 
an avid athlete. always a biker and runner, 
she decided to learn to swim so that she 
could compete in triathlons, and last No-
vember completed her first Nyc marathon. 
colin is a mountain biking enthusiast as 
well as a skilled, self taught woodworker- 
he learned watching Norm abramson’s 
(This old House) video series. He built 
the tree house in their back yard while the 
contractors were working on their house 
renovations, then built the mud room cabi-
nets himself. and they are both licensed 

private pilots! an adventurous couple finding the joys of american 
life in the suburbs.

Expanding the idea of design for the disabled
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Experimental modernism: Wellfleet, ma

On our annual vacation at the tip of Cape Cod, 
we lucked out with timing to be able to go on a 
tour of 3 modernist houses in Wellfleet. Wellfleet 

became a hub for artists and creative types in the late 
1930’s- land in the mosquito infested woods was cheap, 
and people started experimenting with building simple 
modern summer houses by the ponds. Most were built 
without architects, owners and tradespeople collaborated 
in developing ideas that reflected the modernist trends 
that were just starting to come over from the Europe. 
They were mostly built inexpensively. Curtains close off 
closets, kitchens are inexpensively built with open shelv-
ing- no luxury cabinets or granite here. Everything has 
an ad hoc feel, but what was achieved were homes that 
truly expressed a new modern idea of what a house could be, and felt appropriate to the rustic natural setting.

Many of these homes now sit within the Cape Cod National Seashore, created in 1961, and were designated for 
demolition and/ or neglect by the Park Service after a 25 year least back to the original property owners had expired. 
Thanks to the work of some local preservationists, the Cape Cod Modern House Trust acquired long term leases on 
three homes within the park area. They have been restored and are now rented out on a weekly basis.

I admire the adventurous spirit of the builders of these houses, seeking new ways of creating forms and living 
spaces on tight budgets. The expectations of homeowners today is for a much higher degree of finish and amenities, 
but these little houses in the woods provide valuable lessons about the joys of living in a simple yet exhilarating way.

More about these Wellfleet houses on my blog:
http://www.garyrosard.com/experimental-modernism-wellfleet-ma

http://www.garyrosard.com/experimental-modernism-wellfleet-ma


Hello. I am looking for clients who are ready to 
create their dream homes. They want a modern but 
comfortable home for their family and to entertain 
their friends. They appreciate the value of good 
design and see their projects as opportunities for an 
enhancement of their lifestyles in an environment 
that is customized to their needs and vision. They 

want the guidance we provide to help them get the best value for their 
investment. If you know anyone who might be considering a project 
in the near future, your referral would mean a great deal to me. 
Thank you. Gary

Gary Rosard Architect, 321 millburn ave / 3, millburn NJ 07041 w w w . g a r y r o s a r d . c o m

Find this guide to avoiding common 
mistakes on your next construction  
project (or share with your friend).

WWW.garyroSarD.Com/10-miStakeS-to-aVoiD

http://www.garyrosard.com/10-mistakes-to-avoid

