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If you saw my last newsletter, you know I was quite 
young when I was first inspired to be an archi-
tect, crossing the Verrazano Bridge shortly after it 

opened. By 9th grade I was working after school and 
summers in various architectural offices, where I ran 
prints, did errands, some simple drafting. After my ju-
nior year of high school, I was all set with a summer job 
in a firm in downtown Philadelphia, but as it was about 
to begin they called to say they’d lost a big project and 
wouldn’t be able to take me on. 

Swallowing my disappointment I decided to try 
my luck by knocking on doors of a few firms in town. 
I figured I’d start with the best, and took the elevator 
up to the office of the esteemed Louis I. Kahn. He was 
a major icon of modern design at the time, building 

masterpieces around the world. 
He was a teacher, poet, and art-
ist. My lucky day, I was hired on 
the spot. 

Besides general office er-
rands, one of my projects was 
to organize their photo archive 
room, so I’d spend hours sifting 
though images of projects, draw-
ings, models, and helping to 
create order from the piles. My 
little piece of heaven. 

An exciting break was when 
I was asked to help with a plas-
tilina clay model of a proposal 
for an arts center in the Poconos 
(never built). My job was to 
make the trees. It was a large 
site model for a wooded site, so 
most of the surface was covered 
with these little clay balls that I 
rolled and then stippled with a 
cluster of pins that I assembled. 
It was a tedious task, but it al-

lowed me to work full days in the studio surrounded 
by the architects in the office, hearing their discus-
sions about projects and getting to know them. It was a 
special thrill whenever Lou (as everyone called Kahn) 
would come through to discuss projects with his staff. 

An inspiring summer for an aspiring young architect. 
The summer after my high school graduation I 

backpacked around Europe, but I was asked to re-
turn to Kahn’s office after my first year of architecture 
school. Sadly, Kahn died that spring and with the office 
suddenly cut back to the essentials, I was unable to 
return. But the memories of one summer in that world-
renowned studio carried me forward on the challenging 
road to becoming an architect. This issue of “Blueprints” 
is dedicated to my first mentor, Lou. 

“Architecture appears for the first time when the 
sunlight hits a wall. The sunlight did not know 

what it was before it hit a wall.” LOUIS I.  KAHN
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IN THE OFFICE OF A MASTER
THE MAKING OF AN ARCHITECT- PART 2

Blueprints
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DOES THIS MODERN DAY FAMILY FEUD 
sound vaguely familiar? Dad wants a large 
screen TV to watch football, your teenage 
daughter needs a surround sound system 
so she can invite her friends over to stream 
movies and listen to music, your youngest 
son wants a powerful system for a true 
to life gaming experience, and while Mom 
enjoy’s an occasional show on Netflix, she 
would trade it all to have a living room that 
doesn’t look like a sports bar or arcade.

While PAC can’t solve all family dis-
putes, their Invisible Home Theater designs 
can certainly spread a little goodwill and 
harmony throughout the household. PAC 
offers numerous solutions  that allow every-
one in the household to enjoy a wonderful 
home entertainment system when they 
desire, and then watch the system “disap-
pear” when they hit the off button. Let’s 
take a closer look at some of the stealth 
features and functionality that comprise 
the Invisible Home Theater: 

1. TELEVISIONS - Several manufactur-
ers have perfected designs that combine 
decorative mirrors and high definition flat 
screen TVs.  The mirror TV can be utilized 
in bedrooms, bathrooms, outdoors, and can 
even be installed over a fireplace mantel. 
Upon installation all that is visible in your 
room is a beautiful and appropriately placed 
mirror….Until you push the power on button 
and your TV appears as part of the mirror!
2. SPEAKERS -  Many homeowners 
object to the “eyesore” of the numerous 
speakers that are required for all home the-
aters. Through the use of a special acousti-
cally porous membrane, high performance 
home theater speakers can now be com-
pletely invisible. The membrane can then be 
painted to blend seamlessly with existing 
or new construction and there are no ugly 
grills needed to disguise the speakers
 3. AUTOMATION AND PROGRAMING    
Thanks to the latest generation of universal 
remotes, a stack of components can 

now be totally hidden away from the 
physical location of the system. Today’s 
Architects and Builders commonly include 
an A/V closet with new construction, 
and for existing homes with tight space 
requirements, cumbersome gear now be 
relocated to a basement or utility room.   
A professional grade automation platform 
can go beyond A/V allowing an experienced 
programmer to further integrate lighting, 
HVAC, shades and security cameras all  
on a single easy-to-use remote.

As with any service contractor the 
success of  the job relies heavily on an 
insightful design and quality workmanship. 
I recommend choosing a reputable  A/V 
integrator as opposed to an electrician  
or carpenter who may only dabble in the 
field. These professionals have an intrinsic 
knowledge of automation programing and 
the custom installation process, and will 
provide you with a more functional and 
thoughtfully conceived project. 

Ralph Tarnofsky is the owner and founder of 
Professional Audio Consultants (PAC) who 
have provided the finest in Smart Home 
Automation Systems, Networks, Custom 
Theater, and Specialty Audio since 1973.
pac-nj.com

PAC’s “Invisible Home Theater” 
brings families one step closer to 
domestic bliss BY RALPH TARNOFSKY

WHEN NOT IN USE, THE TELEVISION BECOMES A MIRROR

http://pac-nj.com
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A Modern Master’s Final Works

Two of the projects being designed the 
summer I worked in Kahn’s office 
were the Yale Center for British Arts 

and the FDR Memorial on Roosevelt Island. 
The Yale Center was completed in 1977, 
three years after Kahn’s death. The FDR 
Memorial was one of Kahn’s last designs, He 
was carrying the finished designs with him 
when he died in 1974 in NY Penn Station. 
The Franklin D. Roosevelt Four Freedoms 
Park was finally built and opened in 2012 
at the southern tip of the island in the East 
River, a careful study of minimalist formal-
ism. The superb craftsmanship is as much an 
homage to Kahn as it is to the subject of the 
project. WWW.FDRFOURFREEDOMSPARK.ORG

Reopened in 2016 after 8 years of renova-
tions, the Yale Center for British Art houses 
the extensive collection of Paul Mellon. The 
building sits on a commercial street in New Haven, and from the outside is an almost office building like composi-
tion (elegantly done of course) of gray steel and glass. But once inside, the magic and warmth are revealed. The 
interplay of volumes, forms, materials and details showcase the sure hand of a master. WWW.BRITISHART.YALE.EDU

FDR MEMORIAL ON ROOSEVELT ISLAND

YALE CENTER FOR BRITISH ART
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LOOKING TO BUY A PROPERTY TO CREATE  
YOUR MODERN DREAM HOME?
Don’t wait until after you own it to discover you made a big mistake.

Hello. I am introducing a PRE PURCHASE REMODEL REVIEW to help the 
homeowners looking to purchase a house with the intent of a major renovation or 

addition, but who may be unaware of the maze of restrictions 
and unforseen costs involved. Cost overruns, time delays, and 
design compromises in creating that dream home are common, 
but can be minimized. 

We have created our Pre Purchase Service as a valuable first 
step that will help you establish a clear vision for a way forward.

You can find more detail about this service on our web site 
About Us section.

Find this valuable guide 
to collaborating with an 
architect for your next 
project (or share with your 
friend) at our website:
GARYROSARD.COM/HOW-TO-HIRE-AN-ARCHITECT

http://www.garyrosard.com

